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Synopsis

It is not flesh and blood but the heart which makes us fathers and sons.
- Johann Schiller

A Russian Fairytalds an observational documentary following a gang of young
adults living on the streets of the once secret military city of Perm, Russia. All born in
the years of the collapse, they are the generation of Russian children who ended up on
the streets after the break down of the Soviet Union. They have become a mirror of the
society of this maturing democracy called the “Russian Federation”.

Now, on the brink of adulthood, they have created their own kind of society in order to
stay alive. But will this manufactured “family unit” sustain the harsh realities of drug
use, abuse and contradicting morality within their own personalities? Or will it face the
same moral dilemmas that the USSR faced at the time of it’s collapse?

Next to the insight into the lives of this forgotten generation, the film is a character
study of a group that, like any family/society, creates its own power structures, survival
strategies and unwritten rules. With no loving guidance from parents, authorities or
society, they are living in a situation reminiscent of William Golding's Lord Of The Flies
in which every individual has to fight for it's right to be.

The film allows a glimpse at their battle with extreme weather conditions, harassment
from the police and a largely unsympathetic public. These issues, however, are just a
backdrop to theirimmensely likable characters, amazing willpower and determination
to make something better of their lives. The voices of our characters are brutally
honest, shockingly rude and often hilarious, since humor is their way of dealing with
their seemingly hopeless situation.

The film is a microscopic look at the macroscopic situation of the country. Eventually
the viewer is confronted with the question, whether the dispersion of the group is the
only way to save the individual? However who is strong enough to save themselves?
Who will make it out on top?



The Format

Shot almost entirely in HD on 35mm Prime lenses A Russian Fairytale is a visual roller
coaster ride telling our character’s stories the way fairytales are told: graphic, provoking
yet truly beautiful. The film follows the group over the course of one year, highlighting the
important role that the seasons play in their daily survival.

THE FIRST ACT opens with “ Once a upon a time in a country called Russia..”and a 3-4
min. animated title sequence that gives the viewer a macroscopic and stylized insight into
what has happened to the country of Russia during and after the collapse of its Soviet
Empire.

CUT TO Title card: WINTER We're introduced to the once secret Siberian city of Perm at the
edge of the Ural mountains, an industrial city that has lost it’s purpose. We experience a
traditional Russian christmas celebration in the Orthodox church of Perm. These moments
are intercut with a not so traditional christmas, the christmas that our main characters are
experiencing... This is our introduction to the 4 main characters Kolya, Ksusha, Irina and
Denis. The audience is presented with two seemingly stronger, witty and funny lead
characters Kolya and Ksusha . These are mirrored by the two seemingly more vulnerable
and desperate characters Irina and Denis, who is the only physically handicapped member
of the group. Throughout the first act we will be introduced to the individual story lines of
each character and will be exposed to the notion that they have in fact created a unit that
is stronger than any family or society: A Unit of Friendship-Above-All. By the end of the
first act, the viewer will truly believe that they created something stronger that even police
raids and illness can’t destroy.

THE SECOND ACT opens on the title card SUMMER. We now see a different side to their
life. Without the cold of the winter, they can’t rely on just begging to survive and the group
has different legal and illegal methods to stay afloat. This is also when, for the first time, we
see cracks in our fairytale-like microcosm. Through shifts in the group dynamic, most of
our characters have gotten access to harder drugs, respectively heroin, which is now
exposing the darker sides of our initial hero characters. Kolya, the charming and witty
leader of the pack is revealed to be violently controlling the group and even secretly
abusing it's weakest member Denis. At the end of the second act the viewer will have
gotten the sense that this family is not as perfect as it seems, that underneath this
romanticised family/society lies a system of hierarchical control and abuse. Similarities to
the current political system are exposed. The viewer will realize that the only way to save
the individual will be the dispersion of the group. The question remains: Who will make it
out?

THE FINAL ACT crystalizes Denis as the main hero of the film, as in fact HE is the main
financial “provider” of the group since he is the only one that still can make money
through begging. As we hear about the financial and physical abuse he is facing by
members of the group, we finally realise that Kolya, the leader, is the element that
ultimately abandoned his own morals to use the weak for his advantage. This is the
ultimate fall of our initial hero Kolya, who has transformed into a dazed and aggressive
individual. Denis however emerges as the true survivor of the situation as we follow him to
the train station to leave the city. This event acts as a catalyst that brings the whole group
to a fall as they are forced into crime to sustain their addiction. Denis however, against all
odds, makes it out and chooses to leave this false fairytale behind for the better.



The Title

" SKAsKg
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Our main subjects all see themselves living a romanticised fairytale-like life in which
there are no rules, no authorities and in which friendship is everything. They call this
state as well the home that they live in: Skazka, Russian for “Fairytale”.

However like all fairytales, this utopia is not based on reality: The unit they created
reveals itself to be in many ways just as flawed as the social background that led it it’s
existence. Will this lead to the dispersion of their group? Who will come out on top?

The subtext of the title also reflects the notion of the Russian Federation living in a
fairytale-like state in which capitalism is propagated as the ultimate solution to the
lower-class’ problems, while in fact the whole country has been sold to a very small
group of Oligarchs that control every aspect of society. This New Russia often seems
just as immature and morally flawed as the USSR at the time of it’s collapse.

Will our group face the same outcome?

The Location

Perm, Russia

The story takes place in Perm, a once secret weapons-building city. It's close to the
Ural mountains, the geographical boarder between Europe and Asia.

The fall of the Soviet Empire meant for many families a great social decline due to the
country’s industry being sold for pennies to a small group of wealthy oligarchs, leaving
the rest of the population in an unfamiliar battle with capitalism.

Today Perm is facing a high degree of homelessness and prostitution which often
occurs under the watch of the authorities. The harsh Siberian Winters also make Perm a
very hostile environment if one has no roof above their heads.



The Characters

Kolya AKA The Swine

“I told her that if you don't stop drinking and screwing around | will jump”.

Kolya is the leader of the pack. The Boss.
Koyla comes from a broken family and first
discovered the freedom of living on the
streets aged seven when he met some
homeless children at the market. Now
nineteen, Kolya has not lived at home or
been to school since that fateful day.

Kolya has recently discovered that he is
HIV positive. He understands that he will
eventually die from the disease but offers
little evidence that he wants to leave this
lifestyle. He describes life on the streets as
‘romantic, it's what he’s grown up with
and what he understands. While early on
in the film, Kolya is introduced as a funny yet caring father-like figure, we later discover
a dark side to his influence: his abuse of the weaker members of the group.

Irina AKA Tundra

"In time our group is going to disintegrate. Some will go to prison, some will return home".

Irina at first appears to be one of the
weaker members of the “family”. Her
mother was convicted of double homicide
when Irina was a baby and her father
neglected and abused her from a young
age. She was taken into institutional care as
her father was deemed unfit as a parent.

She struggled to come to terms with her
new life in an orphanage and regularly ran
away. As a result she was often placed in a
psychiatric hospital for 'treatment’ (electric
shock therapy, forced medication and
confinement), which only agitated her frail
mental condition and resulted in her running away more frequently. While she
appears to have had the hardest struggle of all the kids in the group, in A Russian
Fairytale she is the one who actually makes the move to leave the group to go into
rehabilitation. In the film she also confronts her alcoholic mother who she hasn’t
spoken to in years.




Ksusha AKA Fiona

"I never had a real family. | came to the streets and this is my family".

Ksusha is the mother hen of the group. She
has been living on and off the streets since
she was seven. Her mother was murdered
when she was a small child and her father
re-married several years later. Due to poor
relations with both her abusive father and
her stepmother, she ran away from home
where she found other youngsters living
on the streets.

Ksusha is a fiery character who will bring a

lot of energy to the screen. We follow

Ksusha on her discovery of her potential

pregnancy, which considering her HIV
infection would have dire consequences. We
also witness a divide from Irina, who seems to progress away from the group to rehab,
while Ksusha is left by herself with the rest of the gang. Towards the end, Ksusha seems
to believe she is the only one who truly has the willpower to leave the group.

Denis AKA Pidjak (The Jacket)

"Sometimes we are starving. And sometimes we find something, like bread. So we eat".

Denis is the secret hero of the film. He is the
one who, against all odds seems to be able
to make a real break from the group. This
however is only revealed in the later part of
the film. At first Denis is introduced as the
weakest link of the group. He is crippled by
frostbite in his fingers and toes and in many
scenes he is so under the influence of drugs,
that it is a wonder how this person could
ever escape this lifestyle.

Throughout the film, however, we slowly
discover the pure nature of his character
and the immense burden he has to face
every day. Since he is the only invalid of the group he is also the No.1 breadwinner for
the “family”. His begging pays for the alcohol, drug and food supply of the entire unit. It
becomes more and more apparent that he is the true “father” of the group and
therefore the key to it’s existence. Without Denis the group would fall apart through
stealing, prostitution and sickness. However it would also mean that each individual
would have a chance, through force, of breaking free from this cycle of poverty.

In the end it’s up to Denis to decide...



The Filmmakers

Jake Mobbs - Director - Producer - Editor

Ever since his first visit to Russia in 2001, Jake has been fascinated by the extremes of
wealth and poverty that overshadow Russian society. He developed a keen interest in
the lives of those who have been affected by the unstable period in Russian history
which followed the collapse of the Soviet Union.

In 2006 he returned to Russia and visited the city of Perm, spending some time with
the charitable organization Love’s Bridge, which helps the city's poorest and most
underprivileged young people become productive members of society. Building
strong relationships with a lot of young teenagers who had spent most of their lives on
the streets, and after hearing just a few of their stories and seeing the living conditions
that they cope with, and the problems which they face, Jake decided that he would
return to document their stories.

Nicolas Doldinger - Co-Director - Producer - Director of Photography

Always fascinated by the legacy of Russian culture, and approached by Jake about the
subject, Nicolas flew with Jake to the city of Perm for the first time in 2007 to capture
the living conditions of the children. Shocked by their experiences they decided to
produce A Russian Fairytale. Working as a Director of Photography and Steadicam Op
on locations all around the globe, give Nicolas the confidence of being in the moment
while not intruding on the action of real life.

Nicolas’ work includes Paul Taylor’s “We Are Together” (HBO) in South Africa, Jeff
Prosserman’s “The Foxhounds” (E1) as well as National Geographic’s “Museum
Discoveries”. For Nayla Al Khaja’'s “Arabana” in the United Arab Emirates, he was
honored with an award by the Minster of Social Affairs H.E. Mariam Mohammad
Khalfan Al Roumi. In addition to his visual and technical expertise he brought to the
production of A Russian Fairytale, he has also secured Arri Post Production in Munich
Germany for professional HD color grading, as well as award winning film composer
Klaus Doldinger to score parts of the soundtrack.
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